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All Systems GREEN at the Eco-Hub
 
In the back of the Eco-Hub is the plant room, which contains a formidable array of control and 
lights reminiscent of the Starship Enterprise.  There is an accompanying instruction: “GREEN 
lights = good – if RED, ring engineer.” That is the extent of the complexity of running the high-tech 
environment – which is good because if such technology is to gain wider usage it is vital that it be 
simple to operate. Alas, none of the buttons goes ‘bleep’ when you press it.
 
I am writing this on 1st February and it is a very chilly minus 3 degrees this morning. Not in the 
Hub. Here it is warm and what warms us doubly is the thought that we are not paying for this heat 
– it has been extracted from the Earth using ground-source heat pumps. The power for the  

Grand Opening
23rd March

We will be delighted to welcome The Rt Honorable Andrew Lansley MP to open the building 
officially.  We have organized a small ceremony for invited guests during the day.  The Hub will 
be open to all at 6.30pm to let you have a look around and to join us in the celebrations.
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The Gazette needs help.
We need a new Treasurer.

Have you a few hours to spare?

If you are able to assist, please 
ring Louise on 01767 650 349 
for further details. Thank you

pumps comes directly from the sun 
and the heat is stored in tanks with the 
friendly name of “Oskars”. 
 
On the 31st January we (GCC and the 
PC) had a handover meeting with the 
builders – this is for them to say, “Here 
you are – We’ve finished.” Technically 
it is called ‘Practical Completion.’ 
This satisfies the legal aspects of 
handover but the most interesting 
thing happened at the very end of the meeting, just as we were packing up. 
I noticed a chap handing a piece of paper to Bridget. It was three pages 
of facts figures, charts and graphs but it had one piece of information that 
gives me enormous pleasure to report; that we have been rated as a class 
‘A’ environmental building. This is the highest rating possible on a recycled 
building. 
 
One of the wonderful things that we saw a few weeks ago was an electricity 
statement showing that we had earned  £1200 for electricity generated over 
three cold months from the Photo –Voltaic cells - even before the building 
was finished.
 
Volunteers
 
Yes, like every other charity in the country we need volunteers to help us 
run our centre. If you would like to enjoy the warmth and atmosphere of the 
centre, and take part in a venture that will enhance our lives in the village 
then we would like to talk to you.  It might only be a couple of hours but we 
have an aim, which is to try and keep the centre open during the day as 
much as possible. We can only achieve this if we have a crew of people 
to man the desk, let visitors in,  give out information and deal with simple 
enquiries.
 
More Volunteers – Gardening
 
Over the next couple of months we need to work the landscape around 
the building.  The builders have left it in a reasonable state (actually very 
clean) but the gardens were not part of their brief. In the next few weeks we 
are going to evolve a planting plan, and landscaping specification. Again, 
if you fancy wielding a spade or trowel, let us know. There will be  some 
‘work days’ advertised to alert you to when we need a big push. In particular 
the Royal Bank of Scotland have a community volunteering scheme and 
are going to allow some of their workers to donate a day of labour to the 
community. (17th March)
 
As always – contact Andrea Hutchison the Centre Manager on 07��0612077Andrea Hutchison the Centre Manager on 07��0612077 
and she will be delighted to give more information about hiring and the 
facilities. 
 
Everything starts here. We have a fantastic number of bookings confirmed 
to such a level that our first year payment commitments are likely to be 
exceeded. There is still further fitting out to do and this will take a couple 
of years for us to raise further money (for Theatre Lighting and sound, for 
outdoor play equipment, for youth equipment, etc.) and the Trustees will 
continue to build on the success we have seen.
 
Finally a big thanks for all those in the community who have helped get us 
here – whether raising funds, transporting items around storing all the chairs 
and tables from the old centre, giving advice and guidance,  or just helping in 
the debate about how we should run it – It is truly a community project. 
 
 John Mercer, Chair Gamlingay Community Centre
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News from the churches

PARISH CHURCH OF ST.MARY THE VIRGIN
GAMLINGAY WITH HATLEY AND 

EVERTON CUM TETWORTH
Rector: Revd Steven  
 Rothwell
Reader: Chris Miller

The Rectory, Stocks Lane

11 Bunyan Close

650 568

650 779

KEY
E=Everton 

G=Gamlingay
H=Hatley St George
B=Baptist Church

Services March 2012
4th Lent 2 8am Holy Communion G

10am First Sunday Service & 
Baptism G

6pm Deanery Evensong E

11th Lent 3 8am Holy Communion E
9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Holy Communion H

18th Lent 4/ Mothering Sunday 9.30am Parish Eucharist G
11am Parish Eucharist E

25th Lent 5 8am Holy Communion H

9.30am Parish Eucharist followed by 
Annual Meeting and lunch G

11am Parish Eucharist E
6pm Evensong G

Dear Readers,

Back in the Sixties Joni Mitchell wrote a song, Woodstock, where she sang, “We are stardust...”. Every 
element on earth, except for the lightest, was created in the heart of some massive star. Scientists reckon that 
all matter that now exists was formed almost 14 billion years ago and has been recycling ever since. The 
world itself is a great recycling project. We are part of a vast universe of energy particles that continues to 
renew and recreate – we are literally dust of stars.

This might help us think about our connectedness to all life, to God and to one another. How do we remain 
connected, to each other? How do we retain that commitment to care for one another?
There is a source that connects all of us – love. We can disconnect ourselves from each other by the 
things we do, but we make efforts to stay connected. Joni Mitchell wrote that song about the thousands 
of people who were gathering on a farm for a concert – an event that has become known as Woodstock. It 
has since become one of the landmarks of modern music and created a whole new trend in live festivals 
and experiencing a shared occasion. There are times when I think that’s what church could be like; that we 
come together with all our differences to be connected by a common need: the need to love and to be loved. 
Christians focus that love on God and on one another.

When we gather in church to be in communion with God and with one another, and as we meet for our 
Annual Meeting on the 25th March we can take the opportunity to remind ourselves of how our connections 
go far beyond the building we meet in, reaching to people and places we have yet to imagine might shape 
the future of this church.
That’s what the substance of the church is all about: making connections, building bridges and establishing 
relationships.

It’s an exciting thought that perhaps somewhere outside of this place there is someone or something who 
will make a difference.

Revd Steven Rothwell



News from the churches

GAMLINGAY BAPTIST CHURCH

Minister Revd James Gilbert BA 01767 651519
Church Secretary Mrs Joan Oakley 01767 650069 

www.gamlingaybaptist.btck.co.uk

Church Services

Every Sunday morning 10:45am
(with Sunday club for children)

Communion is always celebrated on 
the first Sunday of each month.

Family service (all age worship) 10.45 
last Sunday of each month  
25th March 10:45am.

For Children:
Sunday Club 
Every Sunday 10:45am 
(half way through service)

‘Messy Church’ fun, games 
stories, getting messy for 
children 5 to 9 years
Saturday 31st March 
2:00pm to 4:00pm

Alpha - The Alpha Course is an 
informal evening set around a meal for 
those who want to find out more about 
Christianity. You are warmly invited! 
Please contact James, our minister for 
details of the next course.

Weekday Meetings
Prayer
The Church is open between 2:00pm 
and 3:00pm every Wednesday for 
prayer, all are welcome.

Women’s Prayer Breakfast
A time to share, pray and then eat 
together 
Saturday, 17th March 8:00am.

House Groups
Mondays, 10;00am
Thursdays, 7:45pm (venue as 
announced)

Dear Friends, 

I am not a natural gardener – apart from having no time to garden, I definitely don’t 
have green fingers! I can kill any plant and have great difficulty determining what 
is a weed and what is flower; consequently, my garden generally looks derelict. My 
garden would certainly not help Gamlingay win the ‘Best Kept Village’ competition. 
I am quite embarrassed about it and will definitely NOT be holding ‘Manse Garden 
Parties’ as my predecessors used to!

But! As I write this, the village is covered by a carpet of fresh snow; it is so bright, that 
it is absolutely dazzling! This is the one time of year that my garden looks as nice as 
everyone else’s. All my negative efforts, misplanting (if there is such a word), amateur 
hacking and other mistakes are all covered by something that makes it look almost 
splendid, dazzling white in its beauty.

For so many of us, there are areas of our lives like my garden – things we did or said 
that we wish we hadn’t, things in our pasts that we ‘messed up’; sometimes it feels 
like our lives are littered with junk and weeds, things we would love to get rid of, if 
we knew how. As we approach Easter, the greatest Christian festival, we remember 
the death of Jesus on Good Friday and celebrate His Resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
The Bible says that the death of Jesus ‘covers’ our wrongdoing, our mistakes and puts 
us right with God – just like the snow covers my messy, derelict garden, so what Jesus 
did at Easter ‘covers’ everything that is wrong in the lives of those who will come to 
Him. The choice is yours…

This is the Christian experience, ‘though your sins (mistakes, wrongdoings) may be as 
scarlet, they shall be as white as snow’ (Isaiah �:�8) – as dazzling white as my garden 
is now, no guilt, nothing to be ashamed of, all is dealt with.

Something to celebrate! Something to experience for yourself?

Very Best Wishes,

  James.  

Easter Services
Palm Sunday 1st April
10:45am Morning Service

Maunday Thursday 5th April
7:30pm Maunday Thursday Communion

Good Friday 6th April
10:30am Reflective Service

Easter Sunday 8th April
10:45am Easter Celebration Service
6:00pm Easter Praise

COFFEE 
MORNING

Thursday 15th March
(in aid of Keech hospice 
care, Luton)

10:00am until 11:30am  
- why not join us for 
tea/coffee and cake?



by clerks Leanne Bacon and 
Kirstin Rayner

Agendas and Minutes are available on the website www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk

Gamlingay Parish Council meetings in December and 
January

•	 Community buildings – The WI hall –  the pipe work was boxed in over Xmas and radiator covers are 
being trialed.

•	 Highways – 5 schemes were submitted for funding to the County Council  Minor Highways Improvement Scheme.

•	 Planning
RPS planning consultants gave a presentation on the latest plans for the Green End site. 126, primarily 2 storey, houses (including 30% 
affordable and 12 live/work units), 750sqm offices and 2000sqm light industry with children’s play area, infrastructure and landscaping.  
New access to cul de sac of 20/25 homes from Cinques Rd, main access via mini roundabout at Green End. Parking area/drop off 
point. Potential land or financial contribution towards extension of existing Community building (Old Methodist Chapel), further financial 
contributions towards education, healthcare, open space and community facilities. Also indicated potential share of “new homes bonus” 
but this was questioned by District Councillors as there is no obligation for District Council to pass these monies to the Parish. Estimated 
timescales – planning application submission late February 2012 (public meeting prior). Delivery – 12 months plus. Questions/ comments 
were invited. B Smith would like to see safe cycling provision to GVC and asked what measure could be put in place to ensure live/work 
units are utilized as sold.  S Kindersley asked how affordable housing would be allocated to ensure it fulfils identified local need, both on 
current proposal and in the future should business use be replaced by more housing. 
The Chair thanked RPS for the presentation and explained that as a statutory consultee on planning issues, the parish council cannot give 
any indication of its views at this point.
Gamlingay Community Wind Turbine application – a public meeting was held on 23nd February, attended by around 75 people.  After 
a presentation by the applicant, there was an opportunity to ask questions and comments forms were distributed.  All comments and 
responses will be considered by Gamlingay Parish Council Planning Committee before it determines the application.
Housing Needs Survey- report-summary was presented by Cambridgeshire ACRE. Survey was delivered to 1537 houses and 323 were 
returned, which is a normal rate of return. Nationally there is a housing shortage with an increasing issue of affordability.  Exception sites 
can be considered to provide affordable housing with a condition of a local connection policy to be applied. Results – 117 households in 
need (100 already on the housing register), mainly 1 and 2 bedroom, over half being young people, mainly rental not shared ownership.  
ACRE understands that Gamlingay has other housing developments in the pipeline that will provide some affordable housing – but this will 
not necessarily fulfill local need. Encouraged PC to consider “twin tracking” an application for an exception site with current applications. 
Questions/comments were invited. SK suggested that the real figures of people in need of housing may be higher. BS asked whether it 
would be more cost effective to build 1 bedroom flats with cheaper rental rates. S Newstead explained that historically exception sites do 
not include flats/maisonettes but recent changes in policy mean more 1 bedroom houses will be built. DF asked why the parish should 
even consider an exception site when there are substantial numbers of new homes to be built in the village in the near future and when the 
infrastructure is already overstretched.  NTR agreed that it is often the case that the money for infrastructure improvements required for 
new developments is insufficient. SCDC will put results of survey on its website.

•	 St Mary’s Church- New paths have now been laid. Work to repair the wall will start in the spring.

•	 Eco Hub – Official opening to be by MP Andrew Lansley on Friday 23rd March 2012.

•	 Gamlingay Village College – the Multi Use Games Area is now installed and in use.

•	 GRA are participating in the  Speed Watch programme.7 volunteers have been trained so far to use the equipment.  First session noted 5 
vehicles exceeding the speed limit in one hour on the Mill Hill approach to the village.

•	 Gamlingay Parish Council would like to thank Deepdale trees who have kindly given us a Prunus Autumnalis tree to replace a tree that was 
blown down some time ago in Northfield Close.

•	 A blue recycling bin has been installed near the general waste bin on Mill Street. The bin takes the following items of rubbish:- paper, 
cardboard, glass jars and bottles, food and drink cans, tin foil and foil trays, cartons, plastic:- bottles bags, film, pots, trays and tubs.  
The blue recycling bin has been put in place as a trial bin to see if the idea is successful and will then be installed in other villages.
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Grand Opening
23rd March

We will be delighted to welcome The Rt Honorable Andrew Lansley MP to open the building 
officially.  We have organized a small ceremony for invited guests during the day.  The Hub 
will be open to all at 6.30pm to let you have a look around and to join us in the celebrations.

 Grateful Thanks

From the Parish Council to the following, who in no particular order have contributed hugely 
either financially or in time, effort, blood, sweat and tears to this project (and in some cases all 
of these!) :-

•	 The many funders of the project, some of whom wish to remain anonymous.
•	  Bridget Smith, the Project Facilitator.
•	 The trustees and members of both the old Community Centre and the new GCC,  who 

will run the Eco Hub.
•	 The builders, G and S Hutchinson and all their sub contractors. Dan Jones of Civic 

Architects, Ian Horton of NTN and the rest of the design team.
•	 Peter Ray of Potton Windows, Jamie Rand, Bob Jakes, Tony Kennedy, Ray Daisley, 

Faye Boisseaux, Janette Rafferty, Emma Halpin, Tony Groom, Wayne Hipgrave, 
Chris Smith, Halls Transport, S Laugharne, Chris Shillam and numerous other people 
who gave time, skills and materials, often at very short notice.

Reporting of faulty street lights

All reports of faulty lights i.e. lights that are out, working intermittently, on during the day etc. 
can be reported on one free phone number: 0800 7838 247, 
describing the following:
 

The SC or CCC identification number, street name 
and village

The fault description (e.g. out, lit during daytime, 
lamp dim etc.)

Emergency faults which are likely to cause an immediate 
risk to life or limb should be reported to the police, either 
by telephoning the nearest police station or, in extreme 
emergencies, by dialling 999.



Rangers
by Jodie Brown

We are a group of girls 
aged 14 to 25 and we 
meet once a week on 
Friday night in St. Neots from 7.30 till 
9.00pm. We are part of Girlguiding UK.

We plan our own programme and it is a 
really good opportunity to have a go at 
LOADS of different things in a relaxed 
environment.

We have done things as varied as pamper 
sessions, making and decorating gingerbread men 
and aerobics. There is something for everyone. 
We also get to go on lots of trips and camps

There is a huge opportunity to get involved on a 
wider scale and go to events on your own or in 
a small group. For example in 2009 one of our 
members went to a Guide camp in South Korea, 
an opportunity she would not have had without 
being part of Rangers.

This term we are having some open sessions in 
which you can come along to and see what we 
are all about! 

• March 2nd – Embroidered Lavender 
Bags (perfect for Mother’s day)
• March 9th – Card Making
• March 16th – Cupcake Decorating

You don’t need to bring anything; there is no 
obligation to stay and lifts may be available; 
please ask.

If you are interested in any (or all) of these sessions don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Email: tinuwenrangers@hotmail.co.uk
Or telephone Irene Gray (our leader) on 01767 651212

(We are not that scary Honest!)



Cambridge Science 
Festival 2012

Welcome to the 2012 Cambridge Science 
Festival! This year, we have over 180 mostly 
free events running throughout Cambridge 
from 12 – 25 March. This year we’re 
celebrating the boundaries that are being 
broken in science at events; from racing 
mini rockets using lasers to learning about 
how the BBC’s hit series Frozen Planet was 
produced, there is something for everyone 
to come and see. We’ll have the usual mix of 
interactive fun for all the family at our open 
days on 17 and 24 March, along with plenty 
for adults at our evening lecture series. For 
more information and a programme, please 
call: 01223 766766 or visit:
 www.cam.ac.uk/sciencefestival, from 1 
February, and booking opens on 6 February.

 As part of the Inspire programme of 
activities across the UK, endorsed by the 
London 2012 Olympic Games, the Festival 
has the theme ‘Breaking boundaries’ and we 
have loads of events celebrating the science 
behind sport throughout the Festival.
Our Guest Director for 2012 is comedian 
Robin Ince who will be hosting loads of 

events. These include Robin Ince’s ‘Bad 
science book club’ (16 March), in which he 
will join Alan Moore and other guests to 
discuss their favourite odd, arcane or frankly 
just bad pieces of science literature, and 
‘Happiness through science’ (18 March), in 
which Robin asks can you be happy and 
rational at the same time?
Other highlights of the Festival include a 
discussion on the subject of The Planets 
between an astronomer and a conductor, 
followed by a performance of the work by 
Holst; racing mini rockets using lasers at 
the Institute for Manufacturing; and a talk 
on how the BBC’s hit series Frozen Planet 
was produced. Whatever your age, there 
will certainly be something of interest at this 
year’s Cambridge Science Festival. We’ll 
have the usual mix of interactive fun for all 
ages at our open days on 17 and 24 March, 
along with plenty for adults at our evening 
lecture series. For more information and a 
programme, please call: 01223 766766 or 
visit: www.cam.ac.uk/sciencefestival from 1 
February, and booking opens on 6 February.



GAMLINGAY and 
DISTRICT HISTORY 

SOCIETY

Meeting in room 3 at the Village 
College

7.30pm on the second Monday of 
each month

12th March
Jim Brown returns!

All welcome

News from Gamlingay & District History Society
by Peter Wright.

Stella Gibbs gave an interesting talk on the Payne family of Tempsford Hall and 
the Caribbean island of St Kitts, to the January meeting. The Payne family made 
most of their fortune from sugar plantations on the island, and there were amusing 
anecdotes about various characters of the family, as well as a more serious 
discussion about the morality of the eighteenth century slave trade, and the part 
the Payne family played in this dark side of our history.

By the time you read this our February meeting with guest speaker Jane Croot 
will have taken place, and our March meeting will be just around the corner. 
Unfortunately, Jackie Painter who was due to speak at our March meeting cannot 
attend through illness, but we are very lucky to have author Jim Brown return 
once again to take her place. This meeting will be at 7.30pm on March 12th 
in room 3 at the Village College, and will be an opportunity to meet Jim once 
again and perhaps purchase a signed copy of his recently published book about 
Gamlingay, called ‘Villagers’. 

The Societiy’s archive continues to grow, with a kind donation from member 
Roderick Starksfield of a copy of the final report on the Saxon archaeological dig 
that took place in Station Road in the 1990’s.  Our photographic project, which 
is being funded mainly through a generous donation from the Village Show 
committee, is also progressing well, and member David Allen continues to work 
very hard on this. Hopefully the results will be available for all to see at this 
year’s Village Show in September.

We have three more meetings in our 2011 – 2012 season. These consist of a talk 
on the Women’s Suffrage Movement by Liz Carter on April 2nd (not April 9th as 
previously advertised), Mike Petty from the Cambridge Collection on May 14th, 
and the AGM / social evening / archive display on June 11th. We are also planning 
a summer outing, which will take the form of a guided tour of some of the 
Cambridge Colleges – watch this space for more details!  



Soup lunches
Due to the success of the Soup lunches, from 
January 2012 they will be held every 4th Wednesday 
of the month at 1pm at St. Mary’s Church Hall 

 
March 28th 2012

The meal will consist of home-made soup and 
bread, a simple pudding and tea/coffee.

Cost : £4.            Time : 1:00 p.m.

ALL WELCOME!

St. Mary’s ‘Good Neighbour Scheme’

Are you permanently or temporarily housebound or 
incapacitated?

If so ……

WE ARE HERE TO HELP!

Our friendly volunteers have all been CRB checked and we 
can, subject to availability at the time of a request, offer 

assistance with such things as :

Shopping             Prescriptions  
        Library books
Company and conversation          Dog Walking  
        Grass cutting
Lifts to the Doctor (Gamlingay Surgery only)                                  
               …… and more!

Scheme Co-ordinators :
Chris Martin Tel: 01767 652832   Brenda Elcome Tel: 01767 

650489

We would be happy to hear from you!



GAMLINGAY YOUTH 
NIGHT IS THURSDAY 

NIGHT!
Now running at

WI HALL 
WARESLEY ROAD 

GAMLINGAY 
 

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CAFÉ
5.30pm to 7.15pm
School years 5 to 8

Run by Rachel, Lucy and Barbie.

GAMLINGAY YOUTH CLUB
7.30pm to 9.15pm

School years 8 to 11
Run by county youth workers

ST MARY’S CHURCH HALL
The Emplins, Gamlingay

Now available on Saturday mornings
Ideal for dancing classes, children’s 

clubs etc.

£10 per hour
Please contact: Kate Golding

Tel:  01767 - 651215
E-mail: kategolding@tiscali.co.uk

Hatley village hall 
is available for general hiring every day 

8.30am to 12 midnight  

Full details can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or ring 
Michael Marshall on 01767 650971 or 
email  mick_marshall@hotmail.co.uk
 

Basic hire charges per hour are  £7.50 
residents/£10.00 others and it can cater 

for 85 
seated 
or 120 
standing.

GAMLINGAY FIRST SCHOOL ASSOCIATION

Clothing Collection 1st May 2012
The First School Association would like to say a big thank you to everyone who 
contributed to the clothing and textiles collection we had in October. Once again 
we managed to gather a phenomenal amount and raised £239 for Gamlingay First 
School. 

Some of the events and items we have helped the school with in the past few months 
include a Saxon Day where the children enjoyed being Saxons for the day, trips and 
helping Father Christmas to visit the school with a gift for all. So as you can see 
your help is greatly appreciated.

We are planning our next clothing collection for Tuesday 1st May and would be very 
pleased if you are able to donate any items again! If you need to arrange for a bag to 
be collected please call, Coryn on 650422, Rachel on 654921 or Hayley on 652992. 

Items accepted are; adult and childrens clothing, paired shoes and trainers, handbags 
and belts, bed sheets, curtains, towels.

GAMLINGAY VILLAGE COLLEGE
by Sarah Banks

Celebrations at GVC!
21st March 2012

An opportunity to hear about the progress made since last Summer
A presentation by the Chair of Governors, Exec. Head and Head of College 

at about 7pm.

Drop in from 6pm and see our displays of photographs and archive 
documents from 1�65 onwards. Can you spot your relatives?

Refreshments by the Friends of GVC

SCHOOL NEWS



Gamlingay Players         

Our next 
production……..

“Write about 
what you know” 

– a comedy
by Paul Gisby

This lively comedy lifts the 
lid on a group of amateur 
writers and poets who meet 
every month in their local 
scout hut to discuss their 
writing, exchange tips and seek 
mutual encouragement. Closer 
examination of this disparate 
group of writers reveals a 
whirlwind of love affairs, petty 
jealousy, rivalry and literary 

one-upmanship punctuated 
with readings of excruciatingly 
funny amateur penmanship, 
with everybody encouraged to 
draw on their own very different 
experiences to ‘write about what 
they know’.

Friday 16th & 
Saturday 17th March 

at 7.45pm.
at Gamlingay First School, 

Cinques Road entrance

Tickets £7.50 adults and £5 
concessions

Available from the Cutting 
Mill or on-line at www.
gamlingayplayers.co.uk

Bar provided by the First School 
Association
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Open Garden Event – July

Dear Residents,

We are writing to you to invite your 
group/association to join this year’s 
Open Garden event. 

We are looking for village groups to 
‘adopt’ or open their own  garden which 
you will be able to fundraise in or raise 
awareness for your group.  We have 
been to a similar event in Ashwell (who 
opened 40 points of interest!). The event 
was an amazing success and a great fun 
day out for all the family. Your garden 
needn’t be ‘show’ standard but must 
have some point of interest ie chickens, 
veg patch, pond or simply amazing 
borders! 

The entrance fee, paid once by visitors 
at any ‘point of interest’ along the way, 
will go to Parkinson’s UK, however 
any fundraising you wish to do in the 
garden will all go to your group.  For 
example Friends of St Marys Church 
have adopted The Emplins and have 
committed to hosting a cream tea. You 
may decide to have a raffle or tombola. 

To become involved, contact,
 fay.boissieux@tiscali.co.uk

I do hope you will be able to join us in 
what we think will be a brilliant village 
event.

Fay Boissieux
The Crafty Cupcake

Bev Keefe (Fay’s dad!)
Parkinson’s sufferer

letters
Dear Editor,

Transport to and from 
Cambridge Regional College

I recently visited Cambridge Regional 
College with one of our children and 
thought how good it seemed. I then 
looked into the College’s transport.
There is currently no transport to the 
College from Gamlingay; the only 
option is to drive to St. Neots for 
7:30am to pick up the school bus, 
returning at 5pm. These arrangements 
are not always achievable for working 
parents!
I have spoken to the transport team at 
the College and they have said if there 
are enough students who would be 
interested in using this service, a stop in 
Gamlingay could be considered.
I would be grateful to hear from anyone 
potentially interested in using this 
service. 
Please telephone 07754 877138 and I 
will report this back to the College.

Helen Morrow

Keith Duffin

Janet Duffin, and her daughter 
Teresa, would like to thank all 
family friends and neighbours 
for the many cards and kind 
messages of sympathy; also for 
donations in Keith’s memory 
for the Alzheimer’s Society. 

Thank you to all who attended 
the lovely funeral service given 
by Chris Miller.

Dear Editor

 Over the last 15 years, the 
Friend’s of St Mary’s Church in 
Gamlingay have raised in excess of 
£75,000 which has been spent on 
many of the vital repairs. These are 
needed to keep this ancient building 
wind and watertight and most  would 
go unnoticed by the general public as 
they out of sight, such as roof repairs, 
repointing of brickwork or window 
repairs.

 In the Queen’s Jubilee Year, 
however, the Friends would like to 
promote and fund a rather more high 
profile scheme namely providing 
floodlighting for the tower and possibly 
the north aspect of the church. During 
the day this beautiful old building is 
there for all to see, but in the evening it 
disappears into the gloom.

Being mindful of the need to 
limit the impact of our carbon footprint 
and to control light pollution, we are 
of the opinion that this should be used 
intermittently rather than every night, 
perhaps at weekends and to celebrate an 
anniversary or event, and then only up 
until 10.30pm.

We must reiterate that all the 
costs associated with this project will 
be funded by private donations through 
the Friends of St Mary’s and will in 
no way come from any public money 
or church funds. Indeed we are also 
prepared to underwrite the running costs 
of these lights for at least five years and 
probably longer. 

Should you have any 
comments on this project then please 
feel free to pass them to the editorial 
team of the Gazette who in turn will 
forward them to the Friends.

 
The Friends of St Mary’s, Gamlingay



The Olympics 2012 – a great 
opportunity to celebrate 

and get involved in 
Cambridgeshire

For the sporting….

As Olympic fever spreads across the 
country, many of us might feel inclined 
to get involved in some new sporting 
activities, whether in a competitive 
manner or just for a bit of fun. 

Numerous events are going on nationally 
– the Big Dance Week in July, the ‘Gold 
Challenge’ where you can raise money for 
charity by trying 5, 10, 20 or 30 Olympic 
and Paralympic sports, ‘Hopscotch to 
Victory’ which is a world record attempt 
taking place in June, and for those who 
fancy something a little less strenuous, 
there is ‘All the Bells’ which calls on 
residents to ring any kind of bell they can 
between 8am and 8.03am on 27th July. 
More information about these activities 
and many more can be found on the main 
Olympic and Paralympic website www.
london2012.com. If you do not have 
access to the internet and would like to 
find out more about the national activities, 
telephone 0845 2672012.

There will also be many sporting events 
and activities taking place locally. These 
will be listed on www.livingsport.co.uk 
or you can contact LIVING SPORT on 
01487 841559. Events will also be added 
to the www.cambridgeshire.net website as 
they are announced. If you have an event 
planned that you would like to publicise, it 
can be added to this website. If you have a 
disability, you can find out what activities 
you can get involved in locally at www.
abilityplusgroup.co.uk, by calling the 
Ability PLUS Group on 01487 849929 or 
by contacting your local District Council. 

For the not so sporting….

The Olympics also bring people together 
and are a reason to celebrate. Large events 
will be taking place across the county 
along the Olympic Torch route as it 
passes through Peterborough on 3rd July, 
Cambridge (as part of the Big Weekend 
on Parker’s Piece) on 7th and 8th July and 
St Ives and Huntingdon on 8th July. Route 

details and times will be announced by 
London 2012 nearer the time.

Local people are also being encouraged 
to organise their own celebrations and organise their own celebrations and 
the 2012 Local Leaders initiative has 
been set up to help you do just that. By 
signing up, you will receive information 
on a range of themed celebration ideas 
and be in the front row to receive free 
London 2012 event materials. You can 
find out more at www.london2012.com/
get-involved or by telephoning 0845 
2672012. 

The County Council is keen to 
encourage local events and street 
parties, and has added simple guidance 
to getting a street party road closure on 
their website at www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/transport/trafficmanagement/
events/ontheroad/street_parties.htm. If 
you don’t have internet access, you can 
call 01223 507176 to arrange this or to 
discuss any other events that you would 
like to organise. 

Cultural events will also be taking 
place, including the UK’s biggest ever 
cultural festival and the ‘Walk the 
World’ campaign which encourages 
residents to join the race to find local 
connections to all 206 nations taking 
part in the Olympics (see www.
walktheworld.org.uk). Information 
on local cultural events will also be 
available on www.cambridgeshire.net as 
they are announced. 

And finally, if you have been 
inspired by the 70,000 people who 
have registered as Olympic and 
Paralympic volunteers, you can sign 
up to volunteer at local events at www.
volunteeringcambsandpboro.org.uk.

If you need help 
or advice with 
daily living – just 
AskSARA!
A website offering help and advice 
to people with a range of day-to-
day needs is now available with 
information localised for people living 
in Cambridgeshire. 

AskSARA is a self-help guide that 
enables you to identify equipment 

that may help in your daily life. It will 
take you through a series of guided 
questions leading to general advice and 
recommendations on what equipment 
would be suitable to meet your 
particular needs. 

It provides information on 
manufacturers and local suppliers of 
equipment including retail outlets, 
mail order and demonstration centres. 
You will receive a review of the 
recommended equipment so that you 
can compare and make an informed 
choice about which equipment will best 
meet your needs, and where to get this 
locally. 
 
AskSARA is easy to use and widely 
accessible regardless of age or ability. 
It can be used with little or no training 
and easily understood without the need 
for supervision by a professional carer. 
The questions cover topics under three 
headings: Your Health; Your Home; and 
Daily Activities. 

AskSARA ensures that the information 
that people get is useful and reflects 
what is available to them locally. It 
will be featured as part of the Staying 
Independent, Safe and Well roadshows 
taking place in libraries across the 
county during 2012. 
 
If you are interested in visiting the 
AskSARA website or finding out the 
dates when the roadshows will be in a 
library near you, please see: 
www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/social 

Friendship Coffee 
Mornings

All welcome, 10:30am

Gerry Brunt
Thursday 2nd March
15 Fairfield

If you need a lift, please contact 
Gerry Brunt on 
01767 650 693



Who Owns Your Home ? 
(Part II)

Legal Eagle
An exciting new column for 2012

YOUR LOCAL SOLICITORS

Last month we explored the different ways 
you can hold property jointly. If you missed 
that article, send me an email and I will 
provide you with another copy.

This month, we are moving on to what 
happens if you disagree about how you own 
a property. Many unmarried couples are 
under a dangerous misapprehension about 
how English law protects cohabitees, or 
believe that after a certain number of years of 
cohabiting they are “common law husband 
and wife”. The fact that you have been in a 
relationship for many years and shared the 
same home does not of itself give you any 
claims over that “home”. On the flip side, the 
fact that the property is registered with the 
Land Registry in your sole name does not 
necessarily prevent your cohabitee having a 
claim over “your” home.

Disputes about co-owned property are on 
the increase, and it can cost thousands of 
pounds and require court action to resolve 
them. However, a simple Deed of Trust or 
Cohabitation Agreement drawn up between 
cohabitees now, when there is no dispute, 
would usually avoid this.

A recent case which hit the attention of the 
newspapers (Jones –v- Kernott) involved a 
couple who purchased a home together with 
a joint mortgage, and lived together in that 
property for many years and then went their 
separate ways.  Miss Jones, who was left in 
the property paying the joint mortgage each 
month on her own for some years, presumed 
she had effectively taken over ownership of 
the property. Mr Kernott, who had purchased 
another home elsewhere still believed he had 
an interest as the property with Miss Jones 
was still held jointly with the Land Registry. 

After a lot of money and several court hearings, 
a court decided Mr Kernott still owned 10% of 
the property … sound fair ? Probably neither 
of them came out very happy – so why leave 
such an important decision to a Judge who 

has never met either of you before.  

Here is just a flavour of the complexities 
of trust law you are at the mercy of if your 
property dispute ends up in court......
•	 was the property bought as a family home 

in joint names?
•	 was it registered at the land registry as 

joint tenants (as opposed to tenants in 
common) ?

•	 Did you and your partner have an agreed 
intention about what the property was 
purchased for and how you were going to 
own it together – did this intention change 
over time ?

•	 What were your actual actions in relation 
to the property - for example did you share 
the repayments on the mortgage equally, 
or did one of you pay a cash deposit at the 
outset ?

Having considered all of the above, if the 
court decides there is still no clear evidence 
of how you own the property, it can come up 
with the answer itself and decide “what is 
fair”.

To avoid this, get some legal advice NOW 
about how a short and simple agreement 
can be drawn up to clarify what interest each 
of you has in your home. You can always 
agree to review it every few years in case of 
a change in circumstances and it should give 
you the peace of mind about your future …
even if unfortunately the relationship comes 
to an end. 

If you would like any more information on 
this, or any other, area of law please contact 
me: Amanda.thurston@curwens.co.uk 
Curwens have offices in Royston, Hoddesdon, 
Cheshunt and Enfield.



9 friends have formed a team and 
are taking part in The London 

Moonwalk. 
In May 2012 five are doing the half marathon 
and four of us are doing the full 26 miles. The 
team is made up of ladies from Gamlingay, 
Potton, Biggleswade and Oxford. The walk 
starts at midnight in Hyde Park and the aim is to 
powerwalk the distance wearing decorated bras 
to raise money for a good cause.

Organised by grant making breast cancer charity, 
Walk the Walk, The MoonWalk 

London raises funds to support research into 
breast cancer and organisations which provide 
emotional and physical support for those 
suffering from cancer now. 

We want to raise as much as possible for 
something that affects everyone’s lives and is 
such an important cause for all of us.

Below is the address for our sponsorship page. 
We would all be so grateful if you could take 
some time to sponsor us. 

www.walkthewalkfundraising.org/lurvley_
jubblies 

Please could you ask family, friends and 
colleagues if they would also sponsor us

Thank You    Natalie, Vic, Debbie, Coryn, 
Vicki, Helen, Sandra, Monika and 
Siân

Bee Keeping (2 part course) 
Part two - 29th May 2012 
Trainer - Highfield Apiary 
This two part course will teach you 
everything you need to know to start 
bee keeping. The second part of the 
course will be a more practical session 
where you will get close up to a colony 
of bees and watch a demonstration of 
the trainer handling a live bee hive. 

Community Allotments 
1st - 2nd March 2012 
Trainers - Richmond Dutton 
Horticultural Consultancy 
Working an allotment is a great way to 
encourage your family and community 
to maintain a healthy diet, to get regular 
exercise, to meet new people, to learn 
new skills and to make use of derelict or 
neglected land. It can also help improve 
the local environmental impact. This 
course is designed to show you how to 
plan, develop and manage a community 

allotment.

 
Community Chickens 
5th - 7th March 2012 
Trainer - Brian Whitington 
Keeping chickens is an excellent way 
of encouraging people of all ages to 
interact and also, of course, producing 
eggs for your families and the local 
community. As well as all the theory 
behind looking after them this course 
will also give you the chance to have 
some hands on experience looking after 
chickens. 

Useful Gardens 15th - 16th March 
2012 Trainers - Jo Dyer and Karen 
Atkinson 
If you would like to find out how you 
can plan your garden planting so that 
you are not just developing a beautiful 
space but are also producing plants, 
materials and vegetables which can be 
used in the garden, can be harvested 
properly, used ornamentally or can 
be made into gifts, then this practical 
and fun course will show you how. 
Everything from liquid plant food, 
to food for wildlife, to simple home 
remedies, to gifts you can sell to help 
your project be more sustainable.

 
Growing Fruit and Veg 
29th - 30th March 2012 
Trainers - Jo Dyer and Karen 
Atkinson 
This course will give you the 
confidence, skills and inspiration to get 
started with ‘grow your own’ schemes. 
You will learn skills such as how to 
access your site; the varied ways fruit 
and vegetables can be grown; how to 
take care of your soil; how to recognise 
common pests and diseases and when 
and how to harvest fruit and vegetables. 
 
Thanks to generous funding from 
the Tudor Trust we can offer these 
courses for only £50 for the first 
community volunteer booking on and 
£20 for every additional community 
volunteer booking from the same 
organisation. This price not only 
includes the training but also all 
meals and refreshments during your 
stay and one night’s accommodation 
in one of our en-suite bedrooms at 
Trafford Hall.

Community courses



Booklinks

continued on page �9

Seven members met for the December discussion.  The book 
which had been read was “ The Girl with the Dragon Tattoo” by 
Steig Larsson a Swedish writer, who sadly died after writing only 

four books, aged thirty five.  Most people found 
the novel difficult to get into, but once persistence 
had won it was a very good read. 

 Set in Sweden the setting was well illustrated, the 
story a who-done-it.  The character of the title a 
dysfunctional [ and no wonder] and extremely 
clever young woman who is determinedly 

independent.  She will not submit to orders and does her own 
thing in her own way.  She has a tremendous gift at hacking 
computers, which proves essential to the solution of the crime.   
Alone, this book is worth reading for her revenge on her rapist.  

There is no meeting of Booklinks in January, so 
there are two months to read the next choice of 
book, a large one, which is “The Book of Human 
Skin” by Michelle Soveck

There were nine members present for the February meeting of 
the group.  Kate from the Library came to say that they were due 
to move to the Community Centre on Thursday Feb. 11th and 
she hoped we would all make use of it, and there would be more 
books in future due to the increase in space

   Our book to read over the last two months was “The Book 
of Human Skin”, by Michelle Lovric.   The novel concerned five 
main characters, and was set in 18th century Venice, except for 
one who was a nun living in Peru.  The book was written with 
each character given a different font, and you learnt of more 
people in the story through the writing of the main participants. 

 The main character was Signor Minguillo Fasan who lived in the 
Palazzo Espagnol, with his sister Marcella, following the death 
of their parents (halfway through the tale).  Unlike most evil men 
he had not one good redeeming feature.  He was ugly, vain cruel, 
and respected no one and was able to manipulate authority to 
his own advantage.  He did however love his palace and treated 
it like a character in his life.  He revelled in his collection of 
small books bound in human skin and spent a fortune on their 
procurement.  His unfortunate sister (the second author) was 
the chief recipient of his loathing and he tried every way, short 
of murder to rid himself of her.  He would have succeeded had 
she not been loved by the household servants, one of whom was 
the bucolic Gianni delle Boccole (the third writer) He was Minguillo’s body servant 
so was able to keep the other servants in the picture of his master’s intentions.  He 
was also unusual in that he was able to read and write. and was able to keep this 
fact a secret. which proved invaluable over the course of the story.  

The nun Sor Loreta, living in Peru seemed a strange addition to the tale (and the 
fourth writer) and we were left wondering why she was included, until towards 
the end.  At the age of thirteen she wanted to enter a convent, and was clearly an 
hysteric, convincing herself that she was saintly and worthy of veneration.  She 
was always fasting and scourging herself, and would leave a trail of blood from self 
flagellation. wherever she went.   Poor little Marcella was loved by an impoverished 
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young doctor called Dr. Santo Aldobrandini, the fifth author in the story.  While 
learning his profession he was particularly interested in how the skin of a patient 
could often tell him what was occurring beneath.

  Booklink members were divided between those who could not get into it and gave 
up (from horror?) and those who enjoyed it and could not put it down.  Of those 
who finished it, their marks out of ten were 7 or 8.   Those who read it said that 
they would recommend it because it was so unusually written, with each character 

given such a distinctive voice, and some having heard what was said 
decided to give if a second chance.  It was thought that the title of 
the book would not decide you to purchase it !

   The book choice for March is “The Purple Hibiscus” by 
Chimamanda Ngosi Adichie.  We had read a later book of hers called 
Half a Yellow Sun about the War in Zaire (Congo) and had enjoyed it 
a lot

Gamlingay & District Writers’ Group
by Tracey Dawson

 01767 654 830 www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk
The last meeting of the year!  We had good attendance, and lots of stories to discuss.

1. Introductions
No introductions this month as we all knew each other.

2. Review of Targets
Some of us set ourselves extra tasks to serve as added motivation, and which are very 
useful in helping us to become well-rounded and ambitious writers.  

Well done to everyone who is managing to keep on top of their objectives as well as 
producing a monthly story.  

3. Competition News
We have the results from the competition which is being judged by the Letchworth 
group.  Amazon vouchers will be sent to our 3 winners.  Well done, everyone!  Everyone 
involved in either submitting entries or reviewing the Letchworth entries seems to have 
found it an interesting and worthwhile exercise, and perhaps one that we could repeat 
in 2012.

4. Other News
Booklet Project – we now have a booklet!  Thank you to all those involved in its 
production.  It looks really professional, and now that we’ve done our first one, 
subsequent editions should be easier to produce.  Well done, everyone!

Copies are available to purchase at £2.50 each.

Treasurer – the Chair would like to put in a plea for a volunteer to act as Treasurer for 
the group.

5. Discussion of Work
This month, the stories were on the topic of Holidays.  Lots of stories, and this month 
we had some really thoughtful comments.  The quality of writing seems to go up every 
month.  The submissions included another instalment in the Toby series, a story about 
a holiday on a double-decker bus and a story about a pair of red boots.  It was a very 
positive end to a good year of writing.

6. Aims for the coming month
We now have our program for 2012, and first up for 3rd January is ‘Happy Endings’.  
Interpret the title however you want – the important thing is that you give your work 
an uplifting ending for an upbeat start to the year.

However, if anyone is working on something not connected with the theme, as ever, they 
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are welcome to submit that instead.  There are one or two novelists who might want to 
send us a chapter of their current project.  Poems are fine too, or scripts, or any other 
literary form.

Program for 2012 – we have now set the program, so thank you to everyone who 
made suggestions.  We are also going to try to fit in some writers’ retreats as the first 
one was so successful.

A lively well attended meeting – what a great way to start the year!  

1. Introductions

No introductions this month as we all knew each other.

2. Review of Targets

In the spirit of the New Year, it was good to see that we’re all bursting with enthusiasm 
for setting (and achieving) some ambitious targets.

It is fantastic that so many people are wanting to achieve writing objectives that are 
above and beyond the monthly topics.  It is never easy to fit writing around a busy 
lifestyle, and it shows real commitment to keep plodding away.

3. Competition News

One members has entered their children’s novel in a competition, with the results 
expected in March.  Another member may enter the Oxford Writers competition.  
Thank you to the person continuing to circulate interesting-looking competitions.  
They really do act as a prompt to get on and enter something.

4. Discussion of Work

This month, the stories were on the topic of Happy Endings.  The stories included 
another exciting instalment of the children’s novel, the beginning of a potential novel, 
a supernatural story and several poems.

Everyone had obviously put some thought into their comments as there was lots 
of constructive feedback.  When we’ve put a lot of effort into our work, it’s very 
rewarding to see that other members have read it carefully and come up with helpful 
comments.  

5. Aims for the coming month

The topic for 7th February is Story from a Picture.  A great way to get ideas.  Could 
there be a story waiting to be told behind a picture you see every day? Or are you 
inspired by a favourite artist?

However, if anyone is working on something not connected with the theme, as ever, 
they are welcome to submit that instead.  There are one or two novelists who might 
want to send us a chapter of their current project.  Poems are fine too, or scripts, or 
any other literary form.

6. Joining the Group

If anyone wants to join us, they would be more than welcome.  We cater for all 
standards of writer from complete beginners to published 
novelists.  Contact Tracey Dawson on 01767 654830 for 
details, or see our website – www.gamlingaywriters.org.uk.



Dear Gamlingay Residents, 

Myself and my friend, Natasha Lamb (from Haverhill) would like to say a BIG THANK 
YOU, to those of you who kindly donated items towards our PICU 2011 appeal. Last year 
Natasha’s baby daughter was admitted to Addenbrookes on Christmas Eve and transferred to 
the Peadiatric Intensive Care Unit with Swine Flu, when her condition deteriorated on 
Christmas day. 3 years ago my own daughter spent time in PICU and on the childrens ward 
in the run up to christmas when she contracted Bronchiolitis and collapsed part of her lung. 
Fortunately for Natasha and I both are girls were discharged and despite some minor set 
backs are recovering well. 
We both felt we wanted to provide some comfort to those families spending Christmas 
2011 in PICU and to let them know that people are thinking of them. I was overwhelmed 
by the support from residents in Gamlingay, especially those who have suffered their 
own tragic incidences in their families.
In total we collected enough items, (that it took Natasha and I 7 hours to sort and wrap gifts!), 
to provide 12 families (including parents and siblings of patients) with gifts for Christmas and 
2 food hampers for the parents room. We have surplus toiletery items which will be donated 
to the unit for the use of parents or to be distributed on Mothers day, and money we had left 
will be used to purchase childrens bedding that PICU use to brighten up the children’s beds.
Once again Thank you so much your kindness means so much to us and the families and 
staff in PICU.

Hannah Yeldham (Gamlingay)
 

Handing over the boxes to PICU Staff



In late 2011 the eCoton team (Coton village’s SPEP group) coordinated a 
bulk purchase scheme for solar photovoltaic (PV) systems.  The scheme 
was an amazing success. Installers were asked to tender to supply the group 
and the winning company was Upbeat Energy who impressed the eCoton 
team with their knowledge, organisation and work ethic.  In total Upbeat 
Energy installed 75 systems during the 6 week period leading up to 12th 
December. 
 Upbeat Energy have also pledged to provide a free system for Coton 
primary school. To delight all you numbers people out there here are the 
key facts
about the scheme:-

   - 160 home surveys conducted
   - 21 systems installed in Coton, 54 systems installed in other villages
   - 1195 panels put on roofs with a peak power of 290kW
   - Estimated annual energy generation of 246,000kWh (=average annual
   consumption of 60 homes) saving 157 tonnes of CO2 per year (=average 
annual CO2 emissions from 50 cars)

Upbeat Energy is now running a second bulk purchase scheme with 
systems being installed up to the end of March. This is open to all 
homeowners in Cambridgeshire. Despite the much-publicised drop in the 
FiT, PV systems will still provide greater than a 10% tax-free inflation-
linked return, representing one of the best financial investments out there. 

Potential customers will have the opportunity to meet the Upbeat Energy 
team, meet each other and talk to existing customers in March with 
dates and locations being posted on www.upbeat-energy.co.uk.  Email 
info@upbeat-energy.co.uk or go to www.upbeat-energy.co.uk for more 
information on the scheme. YOU NEED TO ACT FAST TO BEAT THE 
NEXT FiT DEADLINE.

Amanda Fuller

Solar Panels
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Shopping Service

This service is for Cambridgeshire residents, aged over 
60, who are unable to, or may have difficulty in doing 
their shopping. Many supermarkets now offer online 

shopping but unless you have a computer you cannot 
take advantage of this convenient service.

Phone your order to our Shopping Service and we will 
make all the arrangements, and arrange delivery to your 

home. There is no commitment to shop every week.

Age UK Cambridgeshire makes no charge for this service 
but supermarket charges for delivery may vary.

Enquires and orders can be taken from Monday-
Friday between 9-12.30 on 01354 696650

Shopping Service



WHAT’S ON IN MARCH

Over 50’s walks �.30 start from Community Centre Car park. New members 
welcome. Parking may be difficult whilst contractors are on site.

History Society

Monday, March 12th James Brown returns!

Monday, 2nd April Women’s Suffrage movement by Liz Carter

Photographic Society Meetings are term time at the Village College � pm start. New 
members most welcome. tel: 651 025 .

Friday, 2nd March Competition 6 The Nick Bruce Anniversary Trophy subject: Curves 
and the slide portfolio. Judge Ray Kimberley

Friday, �th March An evening with Henry O’Dwyer

Friday, 16th March Around the Scottish Isles, Tim Walton

Friday 23rd March Competition 7 The Lawrence Broderick Trophy, open and The Peter 
Berry Shield subject Motion. Judge Colin Southgate

Gardening Club

Wednesday, 7th March Naturalistic Planting Tim Fuller

Wednesday, 4th April Alpines and Alpine Troughs, Angela Whiting

W I 7.30pm WI Hall

Tuesday, 20th March Ms Nita Luxford on ‘A working life on the Great Ouse’.

Tuesday, 17th April AGM

Parental Forum, GVC 7 to �pm Gamlingay Village College

Tuesday, 24th April

Total wellness workout NB Bring some water to drink and an exercise mat or a towel for floor 
work. £5 per class 

Thursdays 7.30-�.30pm at The Old Methodist Chapel (next to the First School), 
Green End

Fridays �.30-10.30am at St Mary’s Church Hall (near the Emplins)

Social Club from �pm, new members welcome

Soup lunches To be held on every 4th Wednesday of the month

Wednesday, 2�th March 1pm, at St Mary’s Church Hall.



WHAT’S ON IN MARCH

Baby and Toddler clinic Baptist Church Hall, Honey Hill. 

2nd and 4th Thursdays 1pm to 3pm Health visitors available to answer queries, 
refreshments. 

Bellringers 

Thursdays 7.30pm to �.00pm with John Boocock at St.Mary’s, Gamlingay.

Parish Council For information contact the Clerk on 650 310.

Second and fourth Tuesday each 
month 7.00pm Planning Committee meeting, WI Hall.

Second Tuesday each month 7.30pm Parish Council meeting, WI Hall.

Hatley Parish Council
For information contact the Clerk on 650 37� or email 
parish-clerk@hatley.info. Further information can be found on the 
website www.hatley.info or noticeboards

Quarterly meetings: 

7.30pm in the Village Hall in Hatley St. George. Members of the 
public are always welcome to attend these meetings which are now 
held quarterly on the third Tuesday of the months of January, May, 
July and October..

The Gazette

Monday, 5th March  Copy deadline for April edition.

Gamlingay Writers Please contact Tracey Dawson on 654 �30 for full details.

1st Tuesday of the month Meeting venue varies.

Guitar Club Meets on every alternate Thursday. For further information call 
Geoff Bruerton on 65074�.

Sandy and District Round Table  Contact Lee Packham-Brown.

1st and 3rd Monday of each month A society that enjoys raising funds for local good causes.

St Mary’s choir practice

Thursdays 6.45pm choir practice open to all interested singers.

Guild of St Mary’s Church Hall �pm, all welcome.

Monday, 1�th March Life of a Racehorse, Geoffrey Evans



Councillor’s Column
Keeping us abreast on 
District Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley, and Bridget 
Smith

Keeping us abreast on 
County Council issues

by Sebastian Kindersley

continued on page �7

Your Councillors are always ready 
to help. If you have any questions 
about these - or indeed any other 
- matters, please do not hesitate to 
contact County Councillor Sebastian 
Kindersley on 01767 651982 or 
skindersley@hotmail.com or write to 
the Manor Barn, East Hatley, SG19 
3JA. District Councillor Bridget 
Smith is on 01767 650510 or bridget@
glockling.com 

Buses
Oh dear, oh dear. The County Council 
has really messed this up. You will 
remember that subsidized bus services 
all faced the axe. Then some people 
took the County to court and won. At 
the same time the County set up (with 
no consultation) a new-style bus project, 
with the first project based between 
Sawston and Duxford. This pilot has 
cost you – the Cambridgeshire taxpayer 
- £120,000 with another £40,000 
committed. And guess what?  Since 
launch only one (1) passenger has 
travelled three times between Sawston 
and Duxford Station. The traveller 
didn’t even have to buy a ticket as the 
route hadn’t been registered so the 
journey was free!

In the meantime residents face losing 
their services. How ridiculous is this? 
Can we urge you to sign the online 
petition against the bus cuts which 
can be found here: http://epetition.
cambridgeshire.public-i.tv/epetition_
core/view/Buses

On the good news front there should 
shortly be a super new guide to 
Gamlingay buses - where they go, 

where to get them from plus timetables, 
etc., distributed throughout the village. 

High Speed Broadband
A matter of some considerable concern 
to many. I have made enquiries about 
the current position relating to the 
upgrade of exchanges. Just so we all 
know, the objectives of the SuperFast 
project are “to influence and where 
permitted” intervene in the market 
to incrementally provide superfast 
broadband access by 2015 to 90% of 
all premises in Cambridgeshire, with 
a mix of Fibre To Cabinet (75%) and 
Fibre To Premises (25%) as well as 
better broadband connectivity of up to 
2Mbps to the remaining premises, using 
a combination of optical fibre, 4G and 
other technologies as appropriate. So 
far so exciting but how do we influence 
this in areas with little or indeed no 
broadband?

Project officers advise that in March 
(was February so there’s slippage 
already) a formal demand registration 
process will start that will include 
direct community engagement via 
Parish Councils (please note!). Then 
with ‘representative stakeholders’ (no 
idea me neither) they will identify 
and prioritise where influence and 
interventions in the market should 
take place to bring the benefits of 
broadband. So – the most effective 
way for us to assist in hastening the 
arrival of an improved service will be to 
ensure a speedy, collective and robust 
response to the Demand Registration 
questionnaire as soon as we receive it. 
Additionally, I am advised that direct 
contact with BT or other providers can 
only add to the pressure. So fingers to 
the keyboard, everyone!

Housing Need in Gamlingay 
As regular readers will know South 
Cambs has a housing waiting list of 
6,000+ families. Identifying local need 
is done by regular surveys and the 
most recent for Gamlingay has just 
been made available. 75% of all survey 
respondents support the provision 
of affordable housing in the Parish.  
That’s just as well as the survey also 
found a need for 117 new affordable 
homes in the Parish – for people with 
a strong local connection let alone 
anyone else. Some of this need will be 
alleviated (hopefully) by the Station 
Rd development and the proposals for 
Green End redevelopment. However 

it is our experience that when new 
housing is built demand can in fact rise, 
as people realise what’s happening.  

Gamlingay Village College
GVC has now converted to an Academy 
under the sponsorship of Stratton 
Educational Trust. The Governing body 
is dissolved and the County Council no 
longer maintains/funds the school. GVC 
is now part of Stratton – although it will 
keep its name – and so a chapter closes 
for us all. 

Gamlingay Churchyard Wall
We were very pleased to support a grant 
from South Cambs of £1552 towards 
the partial rebuilding and repairs to 
the Churchyard wall. However, there 
are two reasons why the wall is in a 
poor state of repair. The first is that the 
raising of the ground level within the 
Churchyard over the centuries means 
that there is no proper drainage at 
the interior base of the wall, causing 
bulging and other problems – hence the 
need to install weep holes.  

More seriously is that this part of 
Church Lane is very busy and very 
narrow – with frequent knocks to the 
wall and constant vibration. In the past 
we have met with County officers to 
discuss closure of this section of the 
lane, or making it one way. What do you 
think?

Gamlingay Library Access Point
Very pleased to report that the County 
Council has agreed to meet the 
infrastructure costs of moving the 
Library equipment into the Eco-Hub 
– something to celebrate!

AskSARA
A website offering help and advice 
to people with a range of day-to-
day needs is now available with 
information localised for people 
living in Cambridgeshire. It’s a self-
help guide from the Disabled Living 
Foundation that enables people to 
identify equipment that may help them 
in their daily lives, including info on 
manufacturers and local suppliers. 
Access is via the pages offering
advice about equipment on 
Cambridgeshire’s adult social care 
website Your Life, Your Choice www.
yourlifeyourchoice.org.uk or go straight 
to: 
http://www.asksara.org.uk/
cambridgeshire
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Street Parties for the Jubilee, 
Olympics, etc.
The County Council is keen (now…) 
to encourage local events and street 
parties, and has added simple guidance 
to getting a street party road closure on 
their website at www.cambridgeshire.
gov.uk/transport/trafficmanagement/
events/ontheroad/street_parties.htm. If 
you don’t have internet access, you can 
call 01223 507176 to arrange this or to 
discuss any other events that you would 
like to organise. This is following a 
right fuss made on behalf of Gamlingay 
and Orwell who are both keen to 
promote Jubilee street parties.

Oil Club
Bulk-buying heating oil saves you cash.  
The idea is to help residents save money 
on household heating oil – anyone can 
join and there is no charge. You get a 
discounted rate on your oil and part of 
the arrangement is for a donation from 
the bulk-buyer, Agricole, based on a 
percentage of orders placed over the 
course of the year.  Within just a few 
months Gamlingay residents earned £65 
for local charity and Lt Gransden got 
£160 – so it really is worth it! Please 
consider joining at www.heating-oil-
prices.co.uk or ring on 01954 719452.

Accounts
South Cambs has produced a ‘new 
look’ presentation of our accounts, in 
plain English!!  Without bewildering 
accountants’ conventions! It was 
designed for you, but we suspect 
secretly most Councillors now for the 
first time understand our own accounts! 
- http://tinyurl.com/6trkuum

Drug Dealing in Gamlingay
We hear disturbing rumours of drug 
dealing in the West Road area of the 
village. The Police have been notified as 
have the landlords of the alleged dealer. 
The recent Police Panel was asked 
especially to take the necessary steps 
to ensure that this stops the problem, 
and will report back to the next Panel 
meeting. 

New Road, Gamlingay 
Our thanks go to PCSO Carly Freed and 
her colleague for going well beyond 
the call of duty by spending a cold 
night clearing all the very bulky hedge 
cuttings that had been left all over 
New Rd by a contractor.  If they had 

not done so there is little doubt that a 
serious accident would have occurred 
if a motorist had collided with all the 
rubbish in the dark.

Trees
Thanks to Merton for dealing with the 
dangerous willow tree at Greenacres. 
Sadly we have had to ask South Cambs 
yet again for the trees in Blythe Way to 
be trimmed.  It was promised for 2011 
and it is very disappointing that it has 
not been done. Bridget is trying to get 
whoever is responsible for maintaining 
the very overgrown trees in Rushbrook 
Close, Longstowe to actually maintain 
them.
 
Counselling in Primary Schools 
– Gamlingay, Barrington, etc
Very sadly the money allocated by 
the County Council to pay for Relate 
to deliver counselling services in our 
locality’s primary schools has been 
axed.  It is now accepted that children 
as young as 5 are frequently in need of 
support of this kind.  We are trying hard 
to find other sources of funding to allow 
this invaluable service to continue but 
if anyone is aware of any individual 
or business that would be interested 
in offering sponsorship, please get in 
touch!

Age UK Shopping Service
This service is for Cambridgeshire 
residents, aged over 60, who are unable 
to, or may have difficulty in doing their 
shopping. Many supermarkets now offer 
online shopping but unless you have a 
computer you cannot take advantage of 
this convenient service.

Phone your order to our Shopping 
Service and we will make all the 
arrangements, and arrange delivery to 
your home. There is no commitment 
to shop every week. Age UK 
Cambridgeshire makes no charge for 
this service but supermarket charges for 
delivery may vary. Enquires and orders 
can be taken from Monday-Friday 
between 9-12.30 on 01354 696650.

Casework 

Your Councillors are here to help you. Councillors are here to help you. are here to help you. 
Please do feel free to contact us with 
comments, questions, problems or 
complaints. We hope we can help but if 
we can’t we are likely to know someone 
who can! 



 

GEAG

GEAG usually meets  
on the third Wednesday of 
the month The meetings 
are friendly and enjoyable, 
and we usually go to the 
Cock for a pint afterwards.  
 
All Welcome.   

From now on 
meetings will be held 
in the warmth of the 
Eco-Hub. 
 

 The Carbon 

TSAR
ECO Hub Feed In Tariffs
 
As loyal readers will recall the Eco-Hub photovoltaic panels were up and running in 
time to benefit from the previous, higher level of FITs. Between September and 
December the Parish Council received nearly £1200. It’s early days, that was the 
winter period and the system wasn’t working all the time, so I’ll report on this again. 
Meanwhile if anyone is interested in using PVs drop me a line as I do hear from time 
to time of bulk purchases or other support from South Cambs District Council. 

(I’ve also noticed a covering of snow on the hub that persisted all day. A good sign as 
it means good insulation). 
 
Efficient driving

If you sit in your car waiting for someone with the engine running people will think 
you either have money to burn or that you are the driver of a getaway car, or both.  

I also got the following from the AA, could save you some money:

Easy does it: drive smoothly, accelerate gently and read the road ahead to avoid 
unnecessary braking 

Decelerate smoothly: when you have to slow down or to stop, decelerate smoothly 
by releasing the accelerator in time, leaving the car in gear 

Rolling: if you can keep the car moving all the time, so much the better; stopping 
then starting again uses more fuel than rolling 

Change up earlier: don't labour the engine but try changing up at an engine speed of 
around 2,000 rpm in a diesel car or around 2,500 rpm in a petrol car. This can make 
such a difference that all cars in the future are likely to be fitted with a 'Gear Shift 
indicator' light to show the most efficient gear change points 

Turn it off: electrical loads increase fuel consumption, so turn off your heated rear 
windscreen, demister blowers and headlights, when you don't need them 

Stick to speed limits: the faster you go the greater the fuel consumption and 
pollution. Driving at 70mph uses up to 9% more fuel than at 60mph and up to 15% 
more than at 50mph. Cruising at 80mph can use up to 25% more fuel than at 70mph 

Don't be idle: if you do get caught in a queue, avoid wasting fuel – turn the engine 
off if it looks like you could be waiting for more than three minutes 

However – Coasting:  although it used to be quite a common practice to save fuel, 
rolling downhill or approaching a junction with the car out of gear is inadvisable 
because the driver doesn't have full control of the vehicle 

  
 

Contact GEAG
 

For more information, 
contact the GEAG co-

ordinator Brycchan Carey 
18 Mill Street, Gamlingay. 

01767 651155 
contact@geag.org.uk 
www.geag.org.uk

 

 

  

Power Vacuum again?

Following the impending 
abdication of the Carbon 
Tsar we are STILL taking 
applications to be the next 
SPEP representative for the 
village – anyone? please?  
 
It is not an onerous task, 
mainly representing the 
village in the Sustainable 
Parish Energy Partnership 
and giving useful 
information to villagers. 
Come the moment, come 
the man or woman. 
Somebody out there is up 
for this.  

 

 



SHOW CLASSES 2012

ADULT CLASSES
Section1 - Vegetables
1A 6 Runner Beans
1B 3 root vegetables with 3” stalks 
– any combination
1C 5 Tomatoes – any type
1D 3 Potatoes
1E Collection of 3 different 
vegetables - 2 of each
1F Heaviest onion
1G Longest Runner Bean
1H Funniest shaped vegetable
1I Bunch of 3 different culinary herbs

Section 2 – Fruit
2A 5 Eating Apples
2B 5 Other Fruit

Section 3 – Flowers
3A 5 Dahlia blooms
3B A flower arrangement for a table
3C A flower or spray on a single stem

Section 4 – Pot Plants
4A A flowering or fruiting pot plant
4B A foliage pot plant

Section 5 – Art
5A A pencil sketch
5B A painting in any medium
5C  A painting in watercolour
5D A homemade card

Section 6 – Crafts
6A A knitted article
6B A piece of cross-stitch
6C A piece of decoupage
6D A piece of hand embroidery 
6E A piece of lace
6F A piece of any other craft

Section 7 – Photography
7A Holidays
7B Sunrise or sunset
7C Weather
7D Children
7E Nature
7F Humorous
7G Animals 
7H Buildings
7I People
7J Gamlingay in the snow
Max photo size = A5 
Photos to be unframed and unmounted

Section 8 - Homemade produce
8A A jar of jam – any fruit
8B A jar of marmalade (fresh fruit)
8C A jar of chutney
8D A jar of lemon curd
8E A Fruit cake
8F 1 undecorated Victoria sandwich 
(jam-filled)
8G A chocolate cake
8H 6 scones – any type
8I Plate apple pie with homemade 

pastry
8J A Carrot cake
8K A bottle of ‘home brew’ – any type

CHILDREN’S CLASSES

As aged in September 2012

Section 9: Under 3’s
9A A decorated paper plate
9B A painting
9C 6 decorated biscuits

Section 10: Pre-school & Reception
10A A decorated paper plate
10B A painting
10C A junk model 
10D 6 decorated biscuits

Section 11: Year 1 and Year 2
11A A decorated pebble
11B A coloured drawing or painting
11C A decorated cake (cake homemade 
or bought)
11D A garden in a seed tray (approx 
35X25cm)
11E A Lego model

Section 12: Year 3 and Year 4
12A A homemade greeting card
12B A flower arrangement in an 
unusual container
12C A Lego model
12D A garden in a seed tray
12E A piece of craftwork – e.g. lace, 
wool, fabric

Section 13: Year 5 to Year 8
13A Design a room for a teenager in 

the style of your favourite star 
13B A coloured drawing or painting
13C A homemade fashion accessory for 
boys or girls
 e.g. handbag or phone charms
13D An original poem 
13E A piece of craftwork – e.g. lace, 
fabric, wool

Section 14: Children’s Cookery (Any age)
14A 1 Victoria sandwich 
14B 6 decorated cupcakes
14C 6 chocolate brownies
14D 6 scones of your choice

Section 15 – Children’s Photography (Any 
age)
15A Humorous
15B Snow
15C Pets 
15D Holidays
Max photo size = A5 
Photos to be unframed and unmounted

GROUP CLASS 
This year’s theme is: ‘THE OLYMPICS’
- mural in any medium

The Gamlingay Show 
2012

2012 may the year of the Queen’s 
Diamond Jubilee and the London 
Olympics but, as far as we’re 
concerned, it is the year of the 20th 
Gamlingay Show! This will be on 
Saturday 15th September at Gamlingay 
Village College.

It seems unbelievable that we have 
reached this milestone and that so many 
clubs and societies have benefited from 
the proceeds of these past shows. 
Many thousands of people have enjoyed 
this village event over the years and 
we’re very grateful for the help and 
support we’ve received.

We obviously want to make the 20th 
Show extra special and are working 
hard planning extra attractions and 
arena events. We are a very small 
committee and so we do need your help. 
If you have any ideas, skills, talents 
or suggestions to make then please do 
contact us on 
www.gamlingayshow.co.uk

If you would like to join the committee, 
we’d love to have you! Meetings are 
usually held monthly at The Cock – if 
that’s an added enticement.

The schedule for the competition 
classes is printed in this issue also so 
start planning and planting, making and 
baking and make this the year that you 
do enter something in the show! You 
know you want to!

We look forward to seeing you on 15th 
September

Best wishes from
The Gamlingay Show Committee



PRE SCHOOL GROUPS AND 
EDUCATION 
Mucky Pups Jeanette Rafferty 652 047

Debbie Fowden 650 40�
Montessori Mrs Pat Jenkins 650 645 

0771 4�21 
�40

Rainbow Preschool Nicola Drew (Jnt 
Chair)

07510 27� 
330

Sunshine Preschool Ann Wiseman 0770 3770 
676

Everton Preschool Julie 07�14 �15 
4�1

Natalie 6�1 477
GAMA Bridget Smith 650 510
Care Club closed
SCHOOLS
Village College Office 650 360
First School Office 650 20�
Carers Lunch Group Bridget Smith  650 510
SPORTS
Bowls Club Roy Dennis 6501�3
Thursday Badminton Bridget Smith 650 510
Football Club Chair: 

Brian 
Culverhouse 
(youth teams)

651 020

Junior Football School Brian 
Culverhouse

651 020

Tennis Club John Gray 654 165
Fitness Workshop Elaine Dolling 651 7�5

HALLS FOR HIRE
St Mary’s Church 
Hall

Kate Golding 651 215

WI Hall Parish Council 650 310
Social Club Martin Hull 65041�
Methodist Chapel Parish Council 650 310
Hatley St George 
Village Hall

Mr Marshall 650 �71

Community Centre 
Manager (Ecohub)

Andrea 
Hutchison

07�� 0612 
077

HOBBIES LEISURE AND INTERESTS 
Gamlingay Players  Jan Cooper 650 17�
Bell Ringers John Boocock 650 736
Gamlingay and District 
Gardening Club

Jean Venning 
Membership 
Liz Tayler 

261 2��

650 600
History Society Peter Wright 652���.
Skatepark Association Pauline 

Girdwood
651 0�1

Target Group Jackie Hough 651 070
Over 50’s walks meet at 
community centre

Miriam and Phil 
Tichner

654 ��1

Booklinks Vicky Phillips
Friend’s of St Mary’s  Philip Gorton 650 5�1
Ladybird Club Mrs C Watson 650 707
Susan Lucas School of 
Dance

Susan Lucas,  316 51�

St. Neot’s Model 
Railway Club

John Kneeshaw E mail: 
j.kneeshaw@ntlworld.com 

Painting for Pleasure Roy Turner 650426
Photographic Society Jackie Bruce, 

Secretary
651 025

YOUTH GROUPS
2nd Gamlingay 
Guides

Benita Scott 650 547

1st Gamlingay 
Brownies

Maria Spence 0771 
1161 61�

1st Gamlingay 
Rainbows

Helen Oldham 631 720

Tinuwen Rangers Irene Gray 651 212
Gamlingay Beavers Karen Crutchington Email: 

karen.crutchington@sky.
com

Gamlingay Cubs Steve Palmer 651 532
Gamlingay 
Gransden Cubs

Barry Jefferd 261 000

Gamlingay Scouts 
Thursday

Brandon Booth   07�12 
04�13�

b.c.booth@talk21.com
Pathfinder Scouts 
Friday

Chris Elwood 07879 
698477

Explorers Phil Wood   014�0 
�30 �66

(all meet at Scout Hut)
Mini Club Carol Wright or 

Chris Robins
651 120
651 11�

CHURCHES
Baptist Church, 
Minister,

James Gilbert 651 51�

St Mary The Virgin, 
Rector:

Steven 
Rothwell

650 56�

SCHOOLS
First School Head J 

Newman
650 20�

Village College Head 650 360
First School 
Association

Via school 
office

650 20�

Village College 
Friends Association

Village College 650 360

Village Information



HEALTH CARE AND SUPPORT 
Medical Centre Appointments: 651 544

Emergencies: 651 546
Community 
Healthcare

Appointments 651 150

Child Health Clinic Meet at 
Baptist Church 
hall

CAMTAD Bridget Smith 650 510
Age Concern 01354 

696650
Car Care Scheme Sue 

McPherson
07519 
493701

EMERGENCY SERVICES 
POLICE, AMBULANCE, FIRE 999
Non-emergency 
Fire

01223 
376 217

Non-emergency 
Police

0345 456 
4564

Community Police PC Lee Scott 0845 456 
4564

PARISH COUNCIL Clerks,
Kirstin Rayner 
Leanne Bacon 

650 310

gamlingaypc@lineone.net
Web page www.gamlingay-pc.gov.uk
Chairman Nick Telford-Reed

ntelfordreedgpc@tiscali.co.uk
Vice Chairman Nick Howard
Library Kate 

Laugharne
07855 
370356

Forward Gamlingay Chair: 
Ian Wakeling

Hatley Parish 
Council  

Clerk:
Leanne Bacon

650 379

parish-clerk@hatley.info
Chairman: M Astor
POLITICS
MP Andrew 

Lansley. 
Conservative.

01954 
212 707

County Councillor; Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 982

District Councillors Sebastian 
Kindersley
Bridget Smith 650 510

South 
Cambridgeshire 
District Council

8am - 8pm 
Mon - Sat

0345 
0450 500

Gamlingay 
Residents 
Association

Bridget 
Mappley

650584

Faulty street lamps 0800 7838 
247

Village Information

Cambridge County Council
Care Services
Adult Health and Social Service General 
Enquiries 0345 045 5201
Adult’s Social Care 0345 045 5202
Children’s Services 0345 045 5203
Blue Badges Disabled Parking 0345 045 5204
Occupational Health 0345 045 5205
Learning Disability Partnership/Sensory 
Services 0345 045 5221

General Community Services
General Enquiries 0345 045 5200
Switchboard 0345 045 5222
Trading Standards 0�45 4040506
Waste Management 0345 045 5207
Education Transport 0345 045 520�
Human Resources (recruitment line) 0345 045 5210
Online Payments Support 0345 045 5211
Streetscene (highways, transport and 
streets) 0345 045 5212
Library Services (includes automatic 
renewals) 0345 045 5225
Citizenship 0345 045 5155
Family Information Service 0345 045 1360
Education Welfare Benefits Service 0345 045 1361

Royal British Legion Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 ��2

Jackie Hough 651 070
Gamlingay Writers Tracey Dawson 654 �30

www.gamlingaywriters.org.
uk

Village Show Jan Cooper 650 17�
WI Anne Clarke 651 �32
Guild of St Mary’s Philippa Smalls 650 62�
Music Club Geoff Bruerton 650 74�
Sir John Jacob’s 
Almshouses Trustees:

Jackie Hough 
Sebastian 
Kindersley

651 070 
651 ��2

Philip Gorton 650 5�1
Sandy and District 
Round Table

Lee Packham 
Brown

GEAG (Gamlingay 
Environmental Action 
Group)

Brycchan Carey 651 141



Police HQ, Hinchingbrooke Park, 
Huntingdon, Cambs, PE29 6NP, Tel: 
01480 422393, Fax: 01480 422674, E-
Mail: press.office@cambs.pnn.police.uk, 
Web: www.cambs.police.uk

60
’s,

 70’s, 80’s, 90’s 

MUSIC

Live Band

“IDENTITY THEFT”
plus supporting

DISCO

Gamlingay Eco Hub

Sat 31st March 2012
8’til late

Licensed Bar

Tickets: £7.50

from:  
Sue Thorne 01767 651668
Johnny Johnson 01767 654137
Andy Banham 01767 650517
Crafty Cupcake 01779 114 5744

Proceeds to Friends of St. Mary’s, Gamlingay

FROM April the force is embarking 
on a new structure for local policing, 
abolishing the current three divisions 
for six district areas in line with local 
authority boundaries. This will allow 
police to work closer with partner 
agencies and deliver a much more 
locally focused policing service.

The priority remains frontline services 
and the force’s commitment to bringing 
offenders to justice and keeping people 
safe.

The structure was developed to maintain 
and enhance the level of operational 
policing tailored to local needs. It is part 
of the operation to redesign the whole 
structure of the force and ensure we 
reduce costs and maintain the level of 
service the public receive.

Each district will have a team of 
officers and staff who currently perform 
neighbourhood policing, response and 
local crime investigation functions.

South Cambridgeshire will be run by 
Area Commander Chief Inspector 
Darren Alderson, who has previously 
covered the area dealing with reactive 
policing. Inspector Chris Savage will 
remain as the local policing contact 
along with a team of sergeants, 
constables and PCSOs who will cover 
the area and Detective Inspector Ian 
Simmons will be joining the team 
taking the lead on crime for South 
Cambridgeshire. 



NEWS FROM SUNSHINE 
PRE-SCHOOL

WI Hall, Waresley Road, Gamlingay, 
Phone: 07703 770676

Email: sunshinepreschool@btinternet.com ,
 Website: www.sunshine-gamlingay.ik.org

Pre-school Garden – Any donations?
Each year at this time we start to look forward to warmer weather and to making the most of our 
lovely enclosed garden. But, as with all gardens, we need to spend some time on maintaining it and re-
stocking our plants. We have staff and parent volunteers who have already given up their time to make 
a start with this for which we are very grateful. If any readers have any pots, raised beds, plants, 
seeds, compost or children’s tools that they would be happy to donate to us we would be very grateful. 
Please contact Ann or Lisa (see above for contact details).

Chinese New Year
Back in January, the children were learning about Chinese New Year and thinking about Chinese foods 
and culture. The photo shows snack time during which we ate some rice, noodles and prawn crackers. 
We would like to thank The Co-op, Church Street, Gamlingay, for their kind donation of these food 
items to the Pre-school for this purpose. The children were also very creative making some lovely 
Chinese lanterns to display around the hall.

Places available
We have some places available for new children to start with us this term, so if you would like more 
information please contact Ann on the contact details given above.

Gamlingay W.I. Tuesday 17th January 2012

Speaker Mr Keith Baldwin gave a very amusing talk, entitled “All The Queen’s Horses”, packed full of 
humorous tales from his years working in the Royal Household Cavalry. Back in 1964, Keith had wished 
to enter the Royal Signals but, as he is very tall, was guided/persuaded to join the Guards. With historical 
facts dating back to the 1600’s, Keith informed his audience, entertaining them with stories about his 
training and duties as a Mounted Duty man. Being quite a comedian, Keith’s variety of accents and 
dialects, when recounting events, had the ladies helpless with laughter – just the tonic for a chilly January 
evening.

Gill Spaul



Biggleswade Sandy Lions Club
A member of Lions International, the largest voluntary service organisation in the 

world.

EGGING YOU ON

Most cultures around the world use an egg as a symbol of new life.  
The ancient Egyptians, Persians and Hindus all believed the world 
began with an enormous egg.  Even today in Bulgaria, Poland, 
Romania and Russia eggs are a widely popular symbol of new life.  
Giving Easter eggs is not new.  The household accounts of Edward 1 
showed an expenditure of 18 pence for 450 eggs to be gold leafed and 
coloured as Easter gifts, whilst Faberge created jewelled Easter Eggs 
for the Russian Imperial Court.

There are many traditions surrounding Easter Eggs.  In parts of 
England and Scotland there are egg rolling competitions down steep 
hills.  At Peterlee cricket club there is the annual egg jarping world 
championship where players aim to hit their rival’s hard boiled eggs 
with their own.  The winner is the one with the last intact egg – the 
losers get to eat theirs!

Looking for an Easter Egg?  Biggleswade Sandy Lions can help 
you.  We are holding our Easter Egg raffle again this year and can 
win one for only £1.  At the end of February you will find our raffle 
in the following locations.   Biggleswade – Crown Hotel, New Inn, 
White Hart, Surfin Cafe and Conservative Club:  Sandy – Roundabout 
Club and The Bell:  Henlow – The Five Bells, Engineer’s Arms and 
RAF Henlow:   Potton Social Club,  The White Hart -Shefford, The 
Wheatsheaf  -Tempsford, The White Horse – Southill, The Crown 
– Northill, and Frosts at Willington.  There’s a raffle near you, so have 
a go.  The winner gets the delicious large Easter egg for only £1 a go. 
  
For more information about Biggleswade Sandy Lions visit our 
website  -www.biggeswadesandylions.org.uk.   Our Secretary Dave Hagger 
will also be pleased to help – call 01462 814693.  We meet on the 1st and 3rd 
Wednesday of each month at Biggleswade Conservative Club where you will 
be most welcome.  We look forward to meeting you.

WE SERVE

Well Done to our Young 
Cricketers

After the success or War Horse and 
soon to be released Great Expectations, 
Gamlingay found itself in the national 
news – But something was missed and 
that was the success of our local boys 
and girls in their Colts Cricket League 
matches.  

Resulting in 12 of them making it to 
County level for selection in the 2012 
season.

3 playing in the Under 10 year olds
1 in the Under 11’s – one of our young 
lady players
1 in the Under 12’s
1 in the Under 13’s
4 in the Under 14’s
1 in the Under 15’s
1 in the Under 17’s

Should any of our village boys or girls 
be interested in playing or learning 
to play our national game or perhaps 
learning to score and report on the 
matches (parents are invited for this 
too), please contact for further details 
any of these mentioned below.  Our club 
is fully accredited and CRB checked.

Training for the new season gets 
underway soon up at the Waresley 
Cricket Club and other venues.

Andy or Nichola Donald
naishhouse@hotmail.com
Pat Ellerbeck
patellers54@hotmail.co.uk
Phil Masdin
phil.masdin@ntlworld.com



Gamlingay Over 50’s Walkers
Looking for an enjoyable way to keep fit?

Meet monthly for a morning walk followed by an optional pub 
lunch.

For further information contact:
Miriam Titchner    01767 654 ��1



The Police
Non-emergency number:

101

Gamlingay Library
07�55 370356 free to join

Tuesday 16.00-20.00
Thursday 17.00-1�.00

Saturday 10.30-12.30
At the Almshouse Chapel


